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The Swamp Funk Quartet
The Swamp Funk Quartet is a Cape Town-based band that inhabits the special space where musical styles overlap.  The SFQ sound is a combination of soul, jazz, funk, R&B, hip hop, blues, acid jazz, and drum n’ bass.   

SFQ’s members are all professional or semi-professional musicians with 10-15 year’s experience each in live performance, studio work, live and studio engineering, and radio/TV music production.  SFQ and/or its members have played in most of the major music venues in Cape Town and Johannesburg, including the Blues Room in Sandton, the Green Dolphin, Mercury Live and the Independent Armchair Theatre in Cape Town, the Hidden Cellar in Stellenbosch, several Waterfront venues, and many others.  We have also appeared on major festival bills over the years including Up the Creek, Splashy Fen, Oppikoppi, and Rustler’s Valley.
SFQ is not always a quartet (although the name remains the same).  On many occasions, other musos join in the fun.  You might find a keyboard player (such as Agent Orange of the Blues Broers, a saxophonist (such as Chris Tokalon), or another guitarist (we’ve had lots of fun with Robin Auld).

The Music We Play
The members of SFQ have played a variety of styles in their careers.  As mature professional musicians, we are aware of the need to adapt to the needs of venues and various audiences.  Our music is accessible to both younger and older audiences, and varies from mellow background sounds to full-bore, depending on the venue and circumstances.  Because we use our own PA system and have a professional sound engineer for a bassist, we are able to create a good sound for any venue.  

SFQ’s main musical styles include:
Swamp Funk: based on polyrhythms derived from New Orleans jazz and the Afro-Caribbean music that inspired it.  Tends to emphasise different parts of the four-beat bar than most popular music. Examples: Little Feat, The Meters, the Neville Brothers, Dr. John.

Jazz Funk: A jazzier form of funk in which the melodic content exhibits blues influences as well as traditional jazz styling.  Often strong techno and hip-hop influences as well. Example: the John Scofield Band.

Memphis Soul: Draws on Southern US country and blues sounds as well as soul.  Based on the thriving music industry in Memphis, Tennessee.  Example: The Gamble Brothers Band, Little Feat.

New York Soul: Based on urban hip-hop and acid jazz. Example: Soulive.

Jam Band: ‘Jam bands’ are those that indulge in a lot of improvisation.  Blues and jazz are essentially improvisational, but jam-band music is any music that allows the performers to pursue individual and collective ideas on the spot.  Example: the John Scofield Band.
Contacting us
You can contact SFQ for bookings, CDs, or more information by emailing us at swampfunk@africa.com, or calling Ted on +27 21-788-2311 or 082-602-4330.  Visit www.swampfunk.net for audio samples of our music.
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History
SFQ grew out of an association between guitarist Ted Baumann, drummer Paul Tizzard, and bassist Yoyo Buys.  The three met and played together in the early 90s.  For much of the 90s, Tizzard and Buys formed the rhythm section of the popular SA band The Usual, but found time to form the Lonesharks with Baumann and harmonica player Dave Ferguson.  When The Usual disbanded in 2000, Bauman, Tizzard and Buys invited guitarist Tom Fox, of Bright Blue and The Usual, to join them, and the Swamp Funk Quartet was born. 

SFQ released a self-produced album in 2002, Go Funk Yourself, from which several tracks made it to the top of the www.SAMP3.com download lists.  Their cover of ‘Mannish Boy’ was on the charts for weeks and made it to Number One.  Tracks from the CD remain popular on SAFm, Radio 2000, and various regional stations.  The CD sold out quickly.

In 2002, bassist Buys emigrated to the UK, but continued to visit South Africa regularly, allowing SFQ to play several times a year.  In December 2003, Tom Fox left for New Zealand, leaving Baumann and Tizzard with the choice of closing shop or finding new members.  Fortunately, they had long known bassist Malcolm Aberdein, whose funky style fit in nicely.  Guitarist Jonny Blundell joined soon thereafter, and SFQ was launched on a new life.
Members

Ted Baumann: Guitar and Vocals

A guitarist who’s been playing since childhood in Maryland, USA, Ted moved to Cape Town in 1984.  After a lifestyle break to study economics at the University of Cape Town, he started gigging again in 1991.  Since then he’s fronted several popular bands, including the Lonesharks, the Hoodlums, the Groove Kings, and the Infidels.  He was a member of chart-topping original band Woodshed from 1996-2001.  During a working visit to the USA in 1993/4, he was guitarist and principal vocalist for the Ward Gaines Blues Band, a semi-finalist in the US National Blues Competition.  Back in SA, at the 1996 and 1997 Grahamstown Festivals, the Lonesharks was the driving force behind the best-drawing music venue at the Festival, and broadcast live to radio by the SABC.  The Groove Kings won the KFM Battle of the Bands in 1995 and recorded some of Ted’s original songs for radio play.  Ted lives in Muizenberg, runs a little business, and runs a rehearsal studio. 

Paul Tizzard: Drums

Paul is from a great South African musical family (his trombonist/bassist dad Bob was part of the 1960s Johannesburg jazz scene).  Paul is an accomplished drummer who incorporates jazz and trance/house/hip-hop grooves into all his music.  He is best known as drummer for The Usual, but has played with Ted Baumann off an on for many years.  

Jonny Blundell: Guitar and Vocals

A graduate of Berklee College of Music in Boston (USA), Jonny’s been a senior SABC studio producer, a live broadcast producer (Jethro Tull, ELO, Uriah Heep, Jackson Browne, Johnny Clegg), record producer, TV soundtrack writer, player/producer/director of numerous live shows, and support act for international acts, including Crosby, Stills and Nash.  He’s also taught music to a few lucky students.  Originally from Gauteng, Jonny’s performed with such notable artists and groups as Larry Amos, Roger Lucey, Keep the Change, Fat City, the Andrew Tracey Steel Band, Butterfish Blues Band, The Swamp Rats, and Flash Harry.  Jonny lives in 
Muizenberg.

Malcolm Aberdein: Bass 
Malcolm is an experienced musician and engineer who’s worked in Cape Town and Johannesburg (we call him Obi-Wan Benoni).  He owns a recording studio in Cape Town, where he’s recorded local acts such as Fetish and Starkravingsane.  He has performed with, produced and/or recorded many notable South African acts, including Wendy Oldfield, Larry Amos, Robin Auld, Ronnie Domp, N’Goi, Robbers Dog, The Spectres, The Stress and India.  
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